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Name of activity: The Boat Adventure 

Short description: students listen to and read a story about a boat trip. They use 
words in the story to notice how long vowel sounds can be spelt. 

Link to curriculum:   Grade 9; Unit 4.40 

Difficulty level: Easy 

Time: 40 minutes 

Learning outcomes: by the end of this activity:  

Students will have listened to and scanned a story about a boat trip and be aware 
of different ways of spelling words with  the long vowel sounds A E I O U. 

 

(Competency 2; Writing & 3; Listening) 

 

Option 1 

Lesson plan with: 

 Worksheet 

 Flashcards 

 Cut ups 

 Tapescript 

Option 2 

Lesson plan with: 

 Worksheets to 
project (data 
projector) 

 Link to audio or 
video recording 

Option 3 

Lesson plan with: 

 Activities for a 
Computer Room 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/spell/the-boat-adventure


 

Option 1: Worksheet 

Preparation     If you have internet access anywhere, you could download the story 
to play in class. To find the right story, scroll down to ‘watch the 
video here’.  

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/spell/the-boat-adventure 

 Make 1 copy of worksheet 1 and 1 copy of worksheet 2 and 1 copy of 
the tapescript for each student 

 Print 1 copy of worksheet 1 answers and 1 copy of the tapescript for 
the teacher. 

 For variation 2, copy 1 set of pelmonism cards and cut them up for 
each group of 4-5 students. 

Stage / Time Procedure 

Introduction 

5 mins 

1. Tell students they are gong to listen to a story about a boat trip. 

2.  If students have not done any work with the Sam and Pam the 
space spies from Learn English Kids, explain who they are 
(drawing a picture would be useful. Sam and Pam are from 
another planet who spy on earth people and help them with their 
spelling) 

         

 

Listening for 
specific 

information 

10 minutes 

1. Tell students they are going to find out what happens to Sam and 
Pam when they go out on a boat. 

2. Hand out worksheets 1 and 2 to each student and ask them to 
read the questions under 1. Check your understanding. 

3. Read or play the story and ask students to circle true or false 
whilst they listen. 

4. Students check answers in pairs then elicit as a whole class. 

Listening for 
specific 
sounds 

 

1. Elicit the vocabulary using flashcards: rowing boat, sailing boat, 
rescue boat, lake, life jacket 

2. Model and drill the sounds  A E I O U 

3. Write A E I O U on the board in columns on the board and ask 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/spell/the-boat-adventure


 

15 minutes 

students to copy this into their exercise books. 

4. Tell students that in English there are different ways to spell 

words with these sounds. They are going to read and listen to the 

story to find the different ways 

5. Hand out the tapescript and do the A sound together. Tell 

students they are going to listen to the first paragraph and they 

must underline words with the A sound in them. Read or pay the 

first paragraph.  

6. Students check answers in pairs then elicit as whole class. Write 

the words on the board under A and students copy them down 

:sail, space,  way, lake. Elicit how the sound ‘A’ can be spelt 

7. Put students into groups of 3-4 and ask them to read out the story 

to each other and to find words with the other sounds E I O U in 

and write then down under the columns. Monitor and support. 

8. Elicit answers, write them on the board. 

Identifying 
the spelling 

5 mins 

1. As a whole class and identify the ways that the long vowel sounds 

E I O U can be spelt.  

2. Students in pairs do 2 on worksheet 1 

3. Elicit answers to 2 as a whole class. 

Practising 
the sounds 

5 mins 

1. Students in pairs do 3 on worksheet 2 

2. Elicit answers to 3 as a whole class. 

Variation 1 

Writing 

For homework students write a short story about a boat trip. 

Variation 2 

Pelmonism 

1. Play pelmonism with boat words   

2. Turn the cards over (face down) and spread them out. 

3. Students take it in turns to turn over two cards. Students must not 
pick up the cards but leave them in the same place and let 
everyone on the group see the words. (This is so students can 
remember where they are) 

4. If word and picture matches student keeps the cards. 

5. If not they turn them over and the next student has a turn. The 
winner is the student with the most pairs. 



 

Tapescript 

 



 

Flashcards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Worksheet 1 

1. Check your understanding: true or false 

Circle true or false for these sentences 

 

1. Tess and Dad are in a rowing boat.                         True     False 

2. Sam and Pam are in a rowing boat.                       True     False 

3. It’s a sunny day.                                                      True     False 

4. There’s a big storm.                                                True     False 

5. Pam is frightened.                                                  True     False 

6. Tess and dad are shipwrecked.                             True     False 

7. Sam and Pam are saved by the rescue boat.       True     False 

 

 

 



Worksheet 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Answers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pelmonism cards 

 

  

Rowing boat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sailing boat 

 

 

 

Lake 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rescue boat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life jacket 



 

Option 2: Data Projector 

Preparation    Follow the lesson plan for option 1 but project the video and story onto 
the wall/board instead of the teacher reading it. 

 To find the right story, scroll down to ‘watch the video here’ and play 
this story. 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/spell/the-boat-adventure 

 

 

 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/spell/the-boat-adventure


Option 3: Computer Lab 

Preparation    Make sure this site is working. 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/spell/the-boat-adventure 

Stage / Time Procedure 

Introduction 

5 mins 

1. Tell students they are gong to listen to a story about a boat trip. 

2. If students have not done any work with the Sam and Pam the space 
spies from Learn English Kids explain that they are from another 
planet and they spy on earth people and help them with their spelling. 

3. Tell students they are going to find out what happens to Sam and 
Pam when they go out on a boat. 

Listening for 

specific 

information 

10 minutes 

1. Hand out worksheets 1 and 2 to each student and ask them to read 
the questions under 1. Check your understanding. 

2. Sit students at the computers in pairs and tell them they are going to 
do an exercise to help their listening. They can listen as many times 
as they want. 

3. Students open the link and scroll down ‘watch the video here’ 

 http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/spell/the-boat-adventure 

4. Monitor and support. 

5. Students check answers in pairs then elicit as a whole class. 

Listening for 

specific 

sounds 

 

 

20 minutes 

1. Model and drill the sounds  A E I O U 

2. Write A E I O U on the board in columns on the board and ask 

students to copy this into their exercise books. 

3. Tell students that in English there are different ways to spell words 

with these sounds. They are going to read and listen to the story to 

find the different ways 

4. Hand out the tapescript and do the A sound together. Tell students 

they are going to listen to the first paragraph and they must underline 

words with the A sound in them. Students play the first paragraph.  

5. Students check answers in pairs then elicit as whole class. Write the 

words on the board under A and students copy them down :sail, 

space,  way, lake.  

6. Ask students to play and read the story as often as they want and to 

find words with the other sounds E I O U in and write then down 

under the columns. Monitor and support. 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/spell/the-boat-adventure
http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/spell/the-boat-adventure


7. Elicit answers, write them on the board. 

Identifying 

the spelling 

5 mins 

1. As a whole class and identify the ways that the long vowel sounds E I 

O U can be spelt.  

2. Students in pairs do 2 on worksheet 2 

3. Elicit answers to 2 as a whole class. 

Practising 

the sounds 

5 mins 

1. Students in pairs do 3 on worksheet 2 

2. Elicit answers to 3 as a whole class. 

Variation 

Wordsearch 

Scroll up to the game and find the 10 words from the story hidden in the 

word search grid. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


