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Name of activity: Trains and Travel. 

Short description: Students listen to five different conversations at a train station 
and do exercises to practise their listening skills 

 Link to curriculum:   Grade 9; Unit 4.31 

Difficulty level: Easy / Medium 

Time: 40 minutes 

Learning outcomes: by the end of this activity:  students will have listened to 
some conversations at a train station to practise their listening skills. 

 

(Competency 3; Listening) 

 

Option 1 

Lesson plan with: 

 Worksheet 

 Tapescript 

 

Option 2 

Lesson plan with: 

 Worksheets to 
project (data 
projector) 

 Link to audio or 
video recording 

Option 3 

Lesson plan with: 

 Activities for a 
Computer Room 

http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/skills/listening-skills-practice/trains-and-travel


Option 1: Worksheet 

Preparation     .If you have internet access anywhere, you could download the 
conversations to play in class. 
http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/skills/listening-skills-
practice/trains-and-travel 

 Copy enough station pictures to hand out one for each pair or 
group of students. 

 Make 1 copy of worksheet 1 and worksheet 2 and 1 copy of the 
tapescript for each student 

 Print 1 copy of worksheet 1 and 2 answers and 1 copy of the 
tapescript for the teacher. 

Stage / Time Procedure 

Introduction 

5 mins 

1. Put students in pairs or groups and hand out station picture. 

2. Ask students to look at the picture and talk about it. Where do 
they think it is? Is it in Sri Lanka? What is happening? What 
can they see? 

3. As a whole class, elicit ideas about picture and establish that is 
a train station. 

Preparation 

Vocabulary 

5 mins 

1. Hand out worksheet 1 to each student. 

2. Ask students to work in pairs and match the vocabulary about 
trains to their definitions. 

3. Elicit answers 

Pre listening 
prediction 

5 mins 

1. Tell students they are going to listen to 5 conversations that are 
taking place at the station. Elicit the topics people might be 
talking about and write the ideas on the board. 

Gist listening 
to check 

predictions 

5 mins 

1. Read out the conversations. If you were able to download the 

conversations play these instead of reading them.  

2. Elicit the topics and how many they guessed. 

3. Topics are: asking for the time of a train, buying a ticket, 
showing the inspector a ticket, train announcement, two 
travellers talking about the time of their train. 

Check 
understanding: 

matching 

10 mins 

1. Hand out worksheet 2 to each student. Ask students to read 
the questions on ‘Check your understanding: matching ‘and 
then answer them while listening. 

2. Read/play the conversations. 

http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/skills/listening-skills-practice/trains-and-travel
http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/skills/listening-skills-practice/trains-and-travel


3. Students check their answers in pairs and then elicit as a whole 
class. 

Check 
understanding: 
question and 

answer 

5 mins 

1. Ask students to read the questions on ‘Check your 
understanding question and answer’ and then answer them 
while listening. 

2. Read/play the conversations. 

3. Students check their answers in pairs and then elicit as a whole 
class. 

Speaking 
practice 

5 mins 

1. Hand out the transcripts and students practise the 
conversations in pairs. 

Variations 

Discussion 

1. Ask students to discuss these questions in pairs; 

 What are the good and bad things about trains? 

 What is their favourite type of public transport and why? 

2. Elicit some answers as a whole class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Station picture for introduction 

CUT ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



Tapescript 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Worksheet 1 



 

Worksheet 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Worksheet 1 and 2 answers



Option 2: Data Projector 

Preparation    Print one copy of worksheets 1a and 1b for each student. 

Follow the lesson plan for option 1 but: 

 Project station picture onto the wall or board for introduction. 

 Play the conversations instead of reading them and project the 

station picture onto the wall or board. 

http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/skills/listening-skills-practice/trains-and-

travel 

 Project the trapescript onto the wall/board for students to 

practise speaking. 
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Option 3: Computer Lab 

Preparation    Make sure this site is working. 

http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/skills/listening-skills-practice/trains-

and-travel 

Stage / Time Procedure 

Introduction 

5 mins 

1. Put students in pairs or groups and project the station picture 
onto the wall/board. 

2. Ask students to look at the picture and talk about it. Where do 
they think it is? Is it in Sri Lanka? What is happening? What 
can they see? 

3. As a whole class, elicit ideas about picture and establish that is 
a train station. 

4. Tell students that they are going to listen to five conversations 
at the station. 

Preparation 

Vocabulary 

10 mins 

1. Sit students at the computers in pairs and tell them they are 
going to do 2 exercises to help their listening. For all the 
exercises they will click onto instructions, do the exercise and 
then check their own answers. They can listen as many times 
as they want. 

2. Students open the link  

http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/skills/listening-skills-practice/trains-
and-travel 

3. Tell to open ‘preparation’ and match the vocabulary to their 
definitions. 

4. Monitor and support  

Check 
understanding: 

matching 

10 mins 

1. Students open ‘Check your understanding: matching’ and 
answer the questions while they listen to the conversations. 

2. Monitor and support 

Check 
understanding: 
question and 

answer 

10 mins 

1. Students open ‘Check your understanding: question and 
answer’ and answer the questions while they listen to the 
conversations. 

2. Monitor and support 
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Speaking 
practice 

5 mins 

1. Students open the transcript and practise the conversations in 

pairs 

2. Monitor and support 

 


