
Link to material: http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/songs/the-busy-buzz-

song 

 

 

Name of activity: The Busy Buzz Song 

Short description: This song is aimed at pronunciation practice, especially of –ing 
endings, but also (optionally) features of connected speech. As it’s very easy to 
‘rap’ it, having an audio option is not essential. It could be done after the activities 
described in the Lesson Plan called ‘Pronouncing –ing’. 

Link to curriculum: Grade 9; Unit 2.18 

Difficulty level: Easy/Medium 

Time: 35 mins 

Learning outcomes: by the end of this activity: 

 Students will have practised the pronunciation of the –ing endings. 

 Optionally, students will have also practised some features of connected 
speech, such as: 

weak forms; 

catenation (consonant – vowel linking); 

linking /r/ (pronouncing otherwise silent /r/); 

intrusive /w/ and /j/ (adding /w/ and /j/ in order to link words smoothly); 

elision (dropping sounds), and 

assimilation (following sounds affecting preceding sounds). 

 

(Competency 1; Pronunciation &  Competency 3; Listening) 

 

Option 1 

Lesson plan with: 

 Worksheet 

 

Option 2 

Lesson plan with: 

 Worksheets to 
project (data 
projector) 

 Link to audio or 
video recording 

 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/songs/the-busy-buzz-song
http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/songs/the-busy-buzz-song


Option 1: Worksheet 

Preparation    1. Before the lesson, print out Worksheet 2 (teacher’s reference), 

study it, then go to this link 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/songs/the-busy-

buzz-song, listen to the song and try to notice the pronunciation 

features marked. 

If it’s impossible for you to play the song in the classroom (no 

laptop, internet connection, MP3/4 player, smartphone, etc.), yet 

you feel comfortable singing without the supporting tune, sing 

along to remember the tune. 

However, if you don’t want to sing in front of your students, treat 

the song as a poem and ‘rap’ it, making sure you retain the 

rhythm necessary to portray the pronunciation features in focus. 

If your students feel too ‘adult’ for such a song, present it as a bit 

of a joke, and explain that it’s very useful for their pronunciation 

practice. This song grows on you! 

2. Make a copy of Worksheet 1 for every student. 

Stage / Time Procedure 

Listening – 
noticing the 

target 
pronunciation 

features  

15 mins 

1. If you feel comfortable with it, sing the song to the students first 
without the worksheet. If not, distribute Worksheet 1 and ask the 
students to look at the text while you read it to them rhythmically. 

2. Make sure the students understand the song and there are no 
vocabulary issues. 

3. ‘Rap’ the song to the students in small parts and ask them to 
pay attention to how things are pronounced – ask them to listen 
to word endings and ask them some guide questions: 

Are all the sounds at the end of words pronounced? Are any 
dropped? Which? 

Are any sounds pronounced that are normally silent? Which? 

Are words pronounced separately, or are they linked? 

Deal with one verse at a time. Rap the whole verse twice, then 
‘unpack’ each line, reading one at a time or even repeating 
separate phrases. Elicit the features marked on your reference 
sheet - repeat every line/phrase as often as necessary for the 
students to notice them. Explain what is happening in connected 
speech (see Learning Outcomes on top of this Lesson Plan). 

As you repeat the verses and lines/phrases, remember to stick 
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to the natural rhythm – even if you slow down eventually, it’s 
possible to read naturally and retain the features of connected 
speech. Be careful though, there’s a danger you’ll start stressing 
everything and your speech might become unnatural, weak 
forms stressed (strong), linking will disappear and so will elision! 

Make sure all the pronunciation features from your reference 
sheet are always present when you rap the song to the students. 

4. As you go through the lyrics, ask the students to mark the target 
features on their worksheets and put them on the board. You / 
they can use colours and the code from your reference sheet, 
but you can also mark them in a different way. 

5. Again, if you don’t mind singing it, ask the students to look at 
their worksheets with the target features marked and ask them 
to listen to you. Don’t let them sing yet. Just rapping it yet again 
might be a bit too boring for the students, so proceed to the next 
stage. 

Pronunciation 
practice 1 - 

drilling 

10 mins 

1. Whether you have sung the song or not, only rap it at this stage 
– it’s better for the students’ pronunciation practice. Go through 
the whole song, reading one line (or even phrase) at a time for 
the students to listen to and repeat. Again, make sure you 
provide a natural model – be careful not to ‘overcorrect’! Remind 
the students of the target features before you model them. 

2. Rap or sing the whole song again. Ask the students not to 
rap/sing with you, but encourage them to silent-read (read the 
text with you, physically pronouncing everything, but mutely – 
without using their voice). Silent-reading is very effective in 
pronunciation practice, as the combination of hearing the correct 
pronunciation and using the students’ speech apparatus 
somehow helps to imitate the target sounds afterwards. 

Pronunciation 
practice 2 – 
production 

10 mins 

 

1. Rap or sing the whole song together with the whole class. While 
you are singing, you can use gestures to remind the students of 
some forthcoming target features (e.g. put your thumb and 
forefinger together to show something very small – weak vowels; 
‘draw’ a shape of an arch in the air with your forefinger – to 
indicate linking, etc.) 

2. Put the students into groups of 4-5, ask the groups to sit away 
from one another, and to sing/rap the song together. 

Homework 1. Encourage the students to practise singing and /or rapping the 
song at home. Advise them to record themselves, if possible, 
and then listen critically with the worksheet, looking for the target 
features. 



Variations Variation 1 

1. If you don’t feel confident enough to present the students with 

the features of connected speech, only draw their attention to 

the –ing endings and practise the song focusing on the /ŋ/ sound 

solely. Still, try to read out the song naturally (including the 

target features of connected speech) to provide the students 

with valuable listening input and a natural model. 

You will need less time for this option. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Worksheet 1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Worksheet 2 
 
Teacher’s reference: 
 
The busy buzz song  
 
 
Surfing, surfing, surfing  
 
What a lot to do!  
 
Surfing in the sea  
 
The water is so blue.  
 
  
 
Buzz, buzz, buzz  
 
I’m as busy +/j/+ as a bee  
 
You can do surfing jus(t) like me 
 
You can do surfing jus(t) like me. 
 
  
 
Rafting, rafting, rafting  
 
What a pretty sight!  
 
Rafting in the water  
 
The water is so white.  
 
  
 
Buzz, buzz, buzz,  
 
I’m as busy +/j/+ as a bee  
 
You can/ŋ/ go rafting jus(t) like me  
 
You can/ŋ/ go rafting jus(t) like me.  
 
  
 
Biking, biking, biking  
 
How fast can you go?  



 
Biking up an(d) down  
 
Going high an(d) low.  
 
  
 
Buzz, buzz, buzz  
 
I’m as busy +/j/+ as a bee  
 
You can/ŋ/ go biking just like me  
 
You can/ŋ/ go biking just like me.  
 
  
 
Skating, skating, skating  
 
What a lot of tricks!  
 
Roller-skating in the park  
 
Do+/w/ing lots of kicks.  
 
  
 
Buzz, buzz, buzz  
 
I’m as busy +/j/+ as a bee  
 
You can/ŋ/ go skating just like me  
 
You can/ŋ/ go skating just like me. 
 
 
 
 
KEY TO SYMBOLS 
 
RED - / ɪŋ / 

GREEN – /ә/ (weak vowel ‘schwa’) 

Underlined – linking 

BOLD font – do pronounce this sound! 

(t) – don’t pronounce this sound! (elision) 

+ intrusive /j/ or /w/ 

 



Option 2: Data Projector 

Preparation    Follow the lesson plan for Option 1, but instead of reciting/rapping the 

song first, play it to the students, using the video you can find here: 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/songs/the-busy-buzz-song.  
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