
 

Links to material: 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/short-stories/planet-earth  

 

Name of activity: Planet Earth 

Short description: Students listen to a story about threats to the environment and 
do the activities related.  

Link to curriculum: Grade 8; Unit 5.4 

Difficulty level: medium 

Time: 35 minutes 

Learning outcomes: Students practice listening for detailed information  

(Competency 3; listening) 

Option 1 

Lesson plan with: 

 Worksheet 

 Tapescript 

Option 2 

Lesson plan with: 

 Worksheets to 
project (data 
projector) 

 Link to audio or 
video recording 

Option 3 

Lesson plan with: 

 Activities for a 
Computer Room 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/short-stories/planet-earth


Option 1: Worksheet 

Preparation:  

 Make photocopies of the worksheet below for pairs/groups of students. 
(If photocopying is a problem, put up the activities on the board and ask 
students to copy them down.) 

 If you have access to the internet, listen to the story at the link above.   

Stage / Time Procedure 

Introduction/ 

Warmer 

5 mins 

1. Look at the worksheet and decide if there is any vocabulary that 
students might need. (i.e. pollution, pesticides, chemicals) 
 

2. Tell the students that they are going to listen to a story about 
threats to the environment. 

Listening 1 

10 mins 

1. Tell students that they have to listen for the answer to a question. 

Question : What do turtles mistake for jellyfish? 

2. Play the extract. ( If you are unable to play the extract, you can 
read the listening script below.)  

3. Check answer with the whole class.  Answer: Plastic bags 

Listening 2/3 

+/- 10 mins 

 

 

 

1. Tell students that they are going to listen to the story again.  
 

2. Give out worksheet 1 (1 per student) 
 

3. Go to activity 1 of the worksheet. Ask students to listen and match 
the correct word to the picture ( If photocopying is a problem, ask 
students to write the four areas in their notebooks and listen for 
what happens to each area) 
 

4. Check with whole class 
 

5. Get students to look at activity 2 in pairs. Ask them to try and 
remember the correct answer with their partner. 
 

6. Play the extract again 
 

7. Check with whole class. 
 



Listening 4 

10 mins 

 

 

1. Give out worksheet 2. (1 per student) (Again, if photocopying is a 
problem they can copy the activity into their notebooks). 
 

2. Tell students to look at activity 3 and do the activity in pairs 
 

3. Play / tell the story again and check the answers. 

Homework : 

Writing  

 
1. Do activity 4 in the worksheet. Tell students to come up with ways 

they can help conserve the environment and recall current habits 
that may be damaging. 

Variations 1. When photocopying is difficult, activities can be put up on the 
board for students to copy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tapescript

 



Worksheet 1 

 



Worksheet 2 

 



Option 2: Data Projector 

 Preparation:  

 Click on the following link to open the activity: 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/short-stories/planet-earth 

 Make photocopies of the worksheet above. (Note: if photocopying is a 

problem, put up the activities on the board and get students to copy the 

questions.) 

Stage Procedure 

Introduction 

10 mins 

1. Look at the worksheet and decide if there is any vocabulary that 
students might need. (i.e. pollution, pesticides, chemicals) 
 

2. Tell the students that they are going to watch a story about 
threats to the environment. 

Video 

listening 

Task 1 

10 mins 

1. Tell students that they have to watch the video and answer  a 
question. 
 
Question : What do turtles mistake for jellyfish? 

2. Play the extract 

3. Check answer with the whole class.  Answer: Plastic bags 

Video 

listening 

Task 2/3 

10mins 

1. Tell students that they are going to watch the story again. 
  

2. Give out worksheet 1 (1 per student) 
 

3. Go to activity 1 of the worksheet. Ask students to listen and 
match the correct word to the picture ( If photocopying is a 
problem, ask students to write the four areas in their notebooks 
and listen for what happens to each area) 
 

4. Check with whole class 
 

5. Get students to look at activity 2 in pairs. Ask them to try and 
remember the correct answer with their partner. 
 

6. Play the extract again 
 

7. Check with whole class. 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/short-stories/planet-earth


Video 

listening 

Task 4 

10 mins 

1. Give out worksheet 2. (1 per student) (again, if photocopying is a 
problem they can copy the activity into their notebooks). 
 

2. Tell students to look at activity 3 and do the activity in pairs 
 

3. Play / tell the story again and check the answers. 

Writing 

Homework  

 

 
1. Do activity 4 in the worksheet. Tell students to come up with 

ways they can help conserve the environment and recall current 
habits that may be damaging. 

Variation When photocopying is difficult, activities can be put up on the 
board for students to copy.  



Option 3: Computer lab 

 Preparation:  

 Arrange students in pairs and get them to open the activity 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/short-stories/planet-earth 

 Make photocopies of the worksheet above. (Note: if photocopying is a 

problem, put up the activities on the board and get students to copy the 

questions.) 

Stage Procedure 

Introduction 

5mins 

1. Look at the worksheet and decide if there is any vocabulary 
that students might need. (i.e. pollution, pesticides, chemicals) 
 

2. Tell the students that they are going to watch a story about 
threats to the environment. 

Video 

Listening 1 

5mins 

1. Tell students that they have to watch the video and answer  a 
question. 
 
Question : What do turtles mistake for jellyfish? 
 

2. Play the extract  
http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/short-

stories/planet-earth 

3. Check answer with the whole class.  Answer: Plastic bags 

Video 

Listening 

2/3 

10mins 

1. Tell students that they are going to watch the story again.  
 

2. Give out worksheet 1 (1 per student) 
 

3. Go to activity 1 of the worksheet. Ask students to watch and 
match the correct word to the picture ( If photocopying is a 
problem, ask students to write the four areas in their 
notebooks and listen for what happens to each area) 
 

4. Check with whole class 
 

5. Get students to look at activity 2 in pairs. Ask them to try and 
remember the correct answer with their partner. 
 

6. Students play the extract again 
 

7. Check with whole class. 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/short-stories/planet-earth
http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/short-stories/planet-earth
http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/short-stories/planet-earth


Video 

listening 4 

10mins 

1. Give out worksheet 2. (1 per student) (again, if photocopying 
is a problem they can copy the activity into their notebooks). 
 

2. Tell students to look at activity 3 and do the activity in pairs 
 

3. Play / tell the story again and check the answers. 

Homework:  

Writing  

 
1. Do activity 4 in the worksheet. Tell students to come up with 

ways they can help conserve the environment and recall 
current habits that may be damaging. 

Variation When photocopying is difficult, activities can be put up on the 
board for students to copy.  

 

 

 


