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Name of activity: The Story of Quinine 

Short description: Students listen to/watch a story about quinine and do activities 
related.  

Link to curriculum:   Grade 7; Unit 6.1 

Difficulty level: medium 

Time: 35 minutes 

Learning outcomes: by the end of this activity: Students will have practiced 
listening for specific information.  

 
(Competency 3; Listening) 

 

Option 1 

Lesson plan with: 

 Worksheet 

 Tapescript 

 

Option 2 

Lesson plan with: 

 Worksheets to 
project (data 
projector) 

 Link to audio or 
video recording 

Option 3 

Lesson plan with: 

 Activities for a 
Computer Room 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/short-stories/the-story-quinine


Option 1: Worksheet 

Preparation     Make copies of worksheet 1 

 See tapescript of the story below. 

Stage / Time Procedure 

Introduction 

7 mins 

1. Put students into pairs and tell them that they are going to listen 
to a story about the benefits of the chinchona tree.  

2. Show picture given below. 

3. Give out worksheet 1 and get pairs to match the correct words to 
the pictures. Go around the class, monitor and help . 

4. Have a quick feedback with the whole class 

Listening 1 
5 mins 

1. Tell the students that they are going to listen to the story now. 
2. They have to listen for the answer to a question. 

Q :When was the first artificial quinine made?1944 
3. Read the story once (see tape script below ).  If you have internet 

access, you could download the listening to play in class. 
4. Check the answer with whole class 

Listening 2 

13 mins 

1. Focus on activity 2. Fill in the blanks. 
2. Get students to work with their partner and try to fill in the blanks 

with the correct work. 
3. Play/read the story again for students to check the answers.  

Extention  1. For homework students can write the story of quinine in their own 

words.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Worksheet 1 



 

The Chinchona Tree 



 

 

 



Tapescript 

 



Option 2: Data Projector 

Preparation     Make copies of worksheet 1(1 per student) 

 Click on the link to listen/watch the story : 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/short-stories/the-story-quinine 

Stage / Time Procedure 

Introduction 

7 mins 

1. Put students into pairs and tell them that they are going to listen 
to a story about the benefits of the chinchona tree.  

2. Show picture given below. 

3. Give out worksheet 1 and get pairs to match the correct words to 
the pictures. Go around the class, monitor and help 

4. Have a quick feedback with the whole class 

Listening 1 
5 mins 

1. Tell the students that they are going to listen to the story now. 
2. They have to listen for the answer to a question. 

Q :When was the first artificial quinine made?1944 
3. Project the story once.  
4. Check with whole class 

Listening 2 

13 mins 

1. Focus on activity 2. Fill in the blanks. 
2. Get students to work with their partner and try to fill in the blanks 

with the correct work. 
3. Project the story again for students to check the answers.  

Extention  For homework students can write the story of quinine in their own 

words.   
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Option 3: Computer Lab 

Preparation     Make copies of worksheets 1and 2 (1 per pair) 

 Click on the link to listen/watch the story : 

http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/short-stories/the-story-quinine 

Stage / Time Procedure 

Introduction 

7 mins 

1. Put students into pairs and tell them that they are going to listen 
to a story about the benefits of the chinchona tree.  

2. Show picture given below. 

3. Give out worksheet 1 and get pairs to match the correct words to 
the pictures. Go around the class, monitor and help . 

4. Have a quick feedback with the whole class 

Listening 1 
5 mins 

1. Tell the students that they are going to listen to the story now. 
2. They have to listen for the answer to a question. 

Q :When was the first artificial quinine made?1944 
3. Ss click on the link and watch the story once.  
4. Check with whole class 

Listening 2 

13 mins 

1. Focus on activity 2. Fill in the blanks. 
2. Get students to work with their partner and try to fill in the blanks 

with the correct work. 
3. Ss click on the link and watch the story again to check the 

answers.  

Extention  For homework students can write the story of quinine in their own 

words.   
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