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increased their wealth by the sale of arrack under the tender system and 
by
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of roads and their maintainance.

people, who were born as a result of European administration and western orientation

this country, who had been accustomed to a free style of life, resented paid labour
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Figure 2.9  A.E. Gunasinghe

 Figure 2.10  Dr. S.A. 

Wickramasinghe

struggle that took the form of a workers’ struggle.

labourers and poineered the organisation of the
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Expansion of the Rubber Plantation in Sri Lanka.
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Student Activities

 Collect information related to the way in which a middle class arose 

in Sri Lanka.

   Answer the following binary choice questions related to the birth and 

expansion of the working class under the British.

1.  The main system of labour that existed in 1800 was the system based 

on wages / a system based on compulsory labour.

2.  What was implemented in 1833 was a system based on wages / a 

system of compulsory labour.

3.  Indian labourers who were brought to Sri Lanka from 1833 lived 

predominantly in towns/on estates.

4.  Native workers provided labour mostly in cities/on estates.

5.  The   rst leader of the urban workers was A.E. Gunasinghe/ Dr. N.M. 

Perera.

6.  The person who   rst gave leadership to the estate labour was Nateser 

Aiyer/Dr. S.A. Wickramasinghe.

7.  The   rst political party that organised the working class was the United 

National Party/Lanka Samasamaja Party.

8.  In the working class struggles in Sri Lanka it did/did not receive the 

co-operation of the middle class.

9.  The   rst stike was the strike of Colombo Printers/Wellawatta weaving 

and spinning mills.

10.  Estate workers began to establish trade unions in 1835/1935.
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Figure 2.11 Venerable Migettuwatte 

Gunananda Thero

Figure 2.12 Venerable Hikkaduwe

 Sri Sumangala Thero

Figure 2.13 D.B. Jayathilake
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Figure 2.14 Henry Steel Olcott

Figure 2.15 Piyadasa Sirisena

debate from newspapers became convinced

foundation for organized system of Buddhist
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Figure 2.16 Walisingha 

Harischandra

Figure 2.17  Anagarika Dharmapala

After Sir Olcott, the leadership in the Buddhist

of Sir Olcott can be considered as the most
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Figure 2.18  Arumuga 

Navalar

Figure 2.19  Sir Ponnambalam 

Ramanathan

riots of 1915. The service rendered to the Hindu revival by this leader who founded
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Figure 2.20 M.C. Siddhi Lebbe

Student Activity

 Prepare a booklet containing information about Sinhala, Hindu and

Muslim leaders who pioneered the religious and cultural renaissance 

in Sri Lanka.

At a time when the indigenous religions, languages and cultures were facing a

of


