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In  talking about the Independence struggle of India, it would be a grave 

omission if  no reference is made  to  Subhas Chandra  Bose. Originally, 

he was employed in the Indian Postal Service. He resigned from that 

institution and became a member of the Indian National Congress. 

However, Chandra Bose did not agree with its ideas. Therefore, he built 

the Radical Progressive Group and began to organise a secret army to 

  ght against the British. When the British came to know about it, he had 

no way but to leave the country. He went to Malaya and Burma which 

were then under the Japanese and oraganised an army. Although he was 

successful in attacking Manipur and Sheswerpur areas and capturing 

an extent of about 10,000 square miles, he was   nally defeated by the 

British. Later, he died in an air crash.

Democratic Republic.
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Expansion of Missionary Activities under Tokugawa

The European traders were followed by missionaries. However, the 

Japanese were not very enthusiastic about recieving them. Due to the strong 

commitment of Portuguese Jesuits and Spanish Franciscans, Japanese people 

of all strata of society embraced Roman Catholicism. When about 300,000 

persons living around the trade centres of  southern and western Japan 

embraced Roman Catholicism, Shoguns thought of banning Christianity. 

The Shoguns were of the opinion that the foreign religion could harm their 

culture and accelerate the tendency towards the division of the country 

into two. As a   rst step, the Shoguns advised the Japanese converts.  The 

missionaries objected to this and continued with religious propaganda. 

Hence, the Shoguns took strong measures against the missionaries and 

killed many of them. In the mean time, the Christian converts rose against 

the government. The Shoguns annihilated the rebels and completely erased 

the Christian doctrine from Japan.

The Relations between the Europeans and Japan during 

the Tokugawa Era

After the ruthless suppression of the Christians, the Shoguns took steps 

to ban all Europeans from Japan. Considering that the Dutch were not           

politically harmful, they were given the right to send one ship per year to 

a Japanese harbour. The Shoguns made use of this opportunity to show 

their power to the Europeans. In addition, the Japanese were debarred from 

foreign travel. Violaters of the ban were subjected to heavy punishments. 

Even  the construction of  very large ships capable of sailing beyond the 

limits of the sea of Japan was prohibited. However, relations with China 

were maintained as before.Because of these policies of the Shoguns, Japan 

became virtually an isolated country.
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Economic growth was tied up with the political authority of Tokugawa 

having a very strong  power, which led to a deterioration of the status of the 

Samurais. They were  military experts, but they did not get an opportunity 

even to practise their trade because the Shoguns  themselves settled disputes 

to a very large extent. There were no foreign wars and the Samurais had no 

opportunity to come forward. Therefore they  became honourable parasites, 

but many of them showed their abilities and strength. Very often, they were 

appointed to perform administrative  functions.

to a family of Daimyos and ever since he became the ruler in Japan, the status of 

Samurais was deteriorated.  The Samurais who were in a highest status were fallen 

into a lower status and the Daimyos who were in a lower status became the rulers 

led to revolutionary social changes in Japan.
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  Under the Shoguns, agriculture progressed as never before. 

  The extent of land under cultivation doubled; 

  New crops were introduced and the wide spread use of fertiliser and 

farm equipment led to a very rapid increase in the   eld. 

  In parallel with agriculture, rural industries also witnessed a signi  cant 

development.

  Silk and cotton textiles, salt, tobacco, and sugar can be considered as the 

main rural industries that witnessed a rapid progress during this time.
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The foundation for the transformation of Japan into a modern 

state was laid during the time of the Shoguns and some 

historinas consider it to be the golden age of Japan.

The End of the Shogunate

solve this problem. By this time, America appearsed to have brought a substantial
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A very special feature of the constitution was the prevalence of a few left 

over elements from the Japanese tradition in the constitution. They were 

ideas tied up with the Philosophy of Confucius. 

   Man is inequal by nature. The lower person must obey the higher.

   Government implemented by man is better than that is implemented 

by law.

   The society is more important than the individual.

   What is important for the state is the patriarchal society.

According to the constitution, elections conducted to select the    members 

for the House of Representatives were based on political parties. In 1881, the 

  rst    political party, the Liberal Party came into being. It was founded by 

Itagaki Samurai, the ruler of Thosa region. Political parties are necessary to 

strengthen the representative system of government. In 1882,  Okuma, who 

was the count in the region known as Hisen established  the ‘Progressive’ 

party.  Political  parties  in  Japan  were  based  on personalities rather than 

principles.Therefore, they did not last long.

                       lufrewop a hsilbatse ot saw evitcejbo rehto enO .srelur ijieM eht fo smia eht

army and a navy. Therefore, steps were taken to establish a navy on the British 
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came forward to participate in these activities. For Security purposes, railways

and pay the expenses incurred in the war it should also give up claims to Formosa, 

Pesquador islands, and Southern Manchuria  Accordingly, Japan was successful 

in estabisting its power in Korea over and above China.
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The Japanese were aware of the dangers in going to war with Russia,

way to the  rst World War.

,


