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3
The Rise of Asian Countries 

during the 20th Century

Figure 3.1  Vasco de Gama
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 Figure 3.3 Sepoy Soldieres in 

Revolt in 1857

The factors that led to the revolt of 1857 can be divided into various headings 
such as political religious social, military and some of the major causes are given 
below:

The treacherous policy adopted by the British in the annexation of India. 
e.g. Annexation of Abud.

reating the Indian leaders with contempt. e.g. Bahadur Shah, Nana Sahib, 
Rani of Jhansi.

  ot  gnidael  smetsys  noitacinummocelet  dna syawliar  fo tnemhsilbatsE
the destruction of the inherent isolation of various regions of India and 

Help given by the British to the Christian missionaries.

Channelling of Indian resources to foreign countries.

Neglect of the requirements of India.

The Afghan war.

The immediate reason was the soldiers 
being given bullets coated in an oily 
substance. There was a rumour that 
the oily substance that covered the 
bullets consisted of oil from both pigs 
and cows. Soldiers had to remove the 

Yet, Hindu religion prohibited the 
consumption of cows while the Islam 
Religion prohibited the consumption of 
pork, even tasting their oil. Due  to the 
rumour, the soldiers refused to use the 
bullets. As they were ordered to do so 
despite this, the soldiers revolted.

Negligence of the requirements of India.



87 For free distribution



88For free distribution



89 For free distribution

Student Activities

 Prepare a list of the languages used in India.

   Draw a map showing the states of India.

infrasturcture
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Figure 3.4 W.C. Benerjee
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The inherent defect of the Indian National Congress was the presence of 

both extremist and moderate sections within  its ranks. At the beginning, the 

moderates captured power in the Congress. They believed that their demands can 

be won  through discussions, debates and petitions. These moderates believed 

the presence of Britishers in India as a blessing. They believed that the abolition 

of child marriages and Sati Pooja and caste based differences brought immense 

British and on certain occasions British members of Parliament participated in 

  lanoitaN eht  fo srebmem niatrec nehw ,revewoH .ssergnoC eht fo sgniteem eht

Congress began to criticise Britain openly, the relations between Britain and the 

Congress became strained . After that, the British rulers followed a policy of 

treating the National Congress with contempt and started other anti- congress 

organisations.

The Indian National Congress did not represent the common people. This 

resulted in distancing its leaders from the people.

The extremists very often criticized the moderates. Whatever the criticisms 

They  were not  blind followers of the British. Their patience was not a weakness. 

They imparted a sense of democracy and civil rights into the early seeds of national 

feelings that began to grow in the subsequent period. Now we will try to recognise 

few leaders of the Indian National Congress.

Dadha Bhay Naoroji

Known as the ‘Grand old man of India’, 

Naoroji was one of the earliest members of 

the Indian national movement. He lived for 

a long time in England in order to create 

awareness among the British rulers about 

the exploitation and injustices committed 

by the British in India.  He was a member of 

the British liberal party, He was selected to 

the British House of Commons as a member 

of Parliament. There too, he carried on his 

struggle for the Indians.
Figure 3.5 Dhada 

Bhay Naoroji
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Figure 3.6 Gopal Krishna Gokhale

Surendra Nath Benerjee

Surendra  Nath  Banerjee  is known as the father of the Indian National

Movement. He was  the editor of  the paper ’Bengali’ and established the Rippon 

College. He was elected twice as the President of the Indian National Congress.

Now we will try to recognise several radical leaders of the Indian National 

Congress.

Student Activity

Collect information on other persons connected with the Indian National 

Congress and prepare a booklet containing the information.

Gopal Krishna Gokhale

Born in 1856, in Maharashtra, he served as a teacher and became the principal 

of Furgusen College. As a member of the Legislative Council of the British 

governor, he brought an Act to make primary education compulsory.

Figure 3.6 Gopal Krishna Gokhale

Figure 3.6 Gopal Krishna Gokhale
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When the moderates failed the more aggresive elements came into 

prominence. These radical leaders gained several victories such as:

Laying a common people’s foundation to the national struggle.

 Gathering  the groups such as farmers and workers into the struggle 

for freedom.

 Agitation for full independence rather than Dominion Status.

Boycotting of foreign goods.

Trying to weaken the British economy through strikes.

Creation of national feelings through newspapers such as ‘ Keshara’ 

and ‘Maratha’.

profession,

itish 

rise

Figure 3.7

Lala Lajpat Rai

Bal Gangadhar Tilak (1856-1920)

Born in Maharashtra and a lawyer by profession, Gangadhari Tilak believed 

that education is essential for bringing about a transformation in India. Starterd 

Bipin Chandrapal (1858-1932)

Born in Assam in 1858, Chandrapal joined the Indian National Congress in 

Lala Lajpat Ray

Born in the Punjab in 1865, and 

               yaR ,noisseforp yb reywal a

believed that submitting petititons 

  saw tnemnrevog hsitirB eht ot

useless and that the Indians should 

rise against  the British rule.
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languages. Lord Curson divided Bengal into two. He did it inorder to promote
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Figure 3.8 Mahatma Gandhi
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With the assistance of the Indian National Congress, Mahatma Gandhi 

started a non-co-operation movement (1920-1922). A campaign was 

launched to boycott courts, legislative councils, educational institutions and 

goods manufactured in  Britain. The respectable elite persons were prevaliled 

upon to give up positions and various honours that had been granted to them 

such as honorary titles. Because of  this movement, almost the entire British 

administration became virtually  inactive. The British, confronted  with a 

dif  cult situation resorted to their usual repressive measures. The revolt 

of the Moplis in Malabar and the Akali movement in the Punjab made the 

situation still worse for the British. Gandhi was very much moved by the 

murder of several policemen in Utter Pradesh by a group of Akali activities 

and cancelled the movement. Discouraged by this act, two disciples of 

Gandhi named Motilal Nehru and Das broke away from him and started 

the Swaraj party.
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 Figure 3.9  Mohamed Ali Jinnah


