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Message from the Director General NayakaThero (Pirivena) 

The process of revising the existing syllabi or introducing new syllabi from time to time to meet the 
changing education objectives is a common phenomenon in many developed and developing countries 
in the world. This paves the way to make the necessary changes to the content of the current syllabus in 
order to accommodate the changing trends as well as to facilitate new models that would make both 
teaching and learning efficient and productive.  

 

     In the 1990s, the national syllabus was revised with the intention of accomplishing nine national 
goals and five common competencies. It is safe to say that the competency based system has been 
introduced to the present syllabi in the school education within this millennia and has been 
implemented in the school education system for a number of years. Therefore, it is our intention to 
introduce this new competency based system to our pirivena education system too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     A well-known definition of the competency based system is given below.  
 

     A  Competency can be defined as one’s ability to practically apply a combination of subject related 
knowledge, principles and techniques. (Educational encyclopedia) 
 
        In brief, a competency is a process of life-long learning that is built by combining knowledge, 
attitudes, skills and talents and interpersonal relationships. One of the key aims of a competency based 
syllabus is to build a positive attitude to life among the learners. A clear, accurate syllabus is always 
beneficial to both teachers and students since a teacher’s role is to lead the learners according to the 
directions given in the syllabus. This journey should only end with the learner achieving the intended 
learning outcomes which will in return make the teacher as well as the student happy.  

  

           Many years ago, the privena education system had its unique syllabus; however, later this 
syllabus had been integrated with the school syllabus. Consequently, the objectives and attitudes of the 
lay-students were inevitably inherited by the monk-students. Therefore, monk students were found to 
be following the objectives of an education system designed for lay-students. It should be noted that 
even though a subject that is offered for lay-students under the school system, when teaching it to the 
monk students, it must be adapted to suit the monk students in order to  improve  their skills and 
attitudes so as to facilitate the formation of  their own identity within a syllabus that is designed 
specifically for pirivenas.  

 

            Thus far, educational goals were designed to foster the materialistic development of an 
individual. As a result, most developed countries have begun to feel the repercussion of such an 
education system. Therefore, the present educational goals are being planned to foster the physical as 
well as the spiritual development of an individual and our aim is to achieve this goal through the 
pirivena education syllabi.   

 

Professor Ven. Nabirittankadawara Gnanaratana 
Director of Education (Pirivena) 
14.12.2016
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Message from the Commissioner General of Educational Publications 

 

Construction of temples and monasteries commenced in Sri Lanka with the establishment of 

Buddhism in the country. It was the beginning of the athenaeum called ‘Pirivena’ which 

centered on the principal temples of the island. Pirivena was the centre which distributed for 

both lay and clergy the knowledge of arts and crafts of various religions and the ethical 

education that was necessary for an amiable and just society. The duties rendered by the  

Pirivena to carry on the task of building a benevolent society while protecting its traditional 

identity and fulfilling the timely needs cannot be taken lightly. 

 

It is a great pleasure to be able to print and provide the new syllabi which are to be 

implemented from 2017, in order to make the learning  process of both lay and clergy students 

who are obtaining Pirivena Education more effective and to develop  the teaching process of 

the Pirivena teachers qualitatively.  

 

 

I.M.K.B. Ilangasinghe  

Commissioner General of Educational Publications  

Educational Publications Department  

Isurupaya 

Battaramulla 

14.12.2016 
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