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Sri Lanka is an island situated in the Indian Ocean to the south of India. 

It belongs to the continent of Asia, the largest continent in the world. Sri 

Lanka is separated from India by a narrow strip of sea. This strip of sea 

is 32 km in width and it is called the Palk Strait.

Map 4.1

Location of Sri Lanka as an island close to India

The main objective of this chapter is to provide an 

understanding of  the location of Sri Lanka and the various 

 !"#$!%$&'%(#&$)')#$'*+' *&',+%(* +!-

Sri Lanka consists of its typical climatic, economic and cultural features 

due to its separate location in proximity to India. (Map 4.1)

Location of Sri Lanka4
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 ² Due to its location as an island, Sri Lanka receives rainfall throughout 

the year and the temperature is moderated as a result of the wind 

blowing across the Indian Ocean. 

 ² Increase of temperature in the northern part of Sri Lanka is due to the 

 !"#$!%$'+.'*/$')01'2 !)&'*/(*'3,+2'.0+4'*/$'5!) (!'&#36%+!* !$!*-

 ² 7%%#00$!%$'+.'0( !.(,,')#$'*+'*/$' !"#$!%$'+.'4+!&++!&-

How  the '!()$*!+#!,#-.*#/)+0)#*+,'2&+(&3#$%&#&(!+!45

 ² 8$9$,+:4$!*'(&'('%$!*0$' !'*/$';(&*6<$&*'!(9(,'0+#*$'& !%$'(!% $!*'

times. 

 ² Importance of the harbours of Sri Lanka in international trade.

 ² Development of the tourist industry due to the location of attractive 

places.

 ² Emergence of new economic patterns with the arrival of western 

nations.

How the '!()$*!+#!,#-.*#/)+0)#*+12&+(&3#$%&#(2'$2.&

 ² Presence of various languages, religions and ethnic groups due to 

the mixture of different groups of people. For example, from India 

and Arabia.

 ² < */'*/$'(00 9(,'+.'2$&*$0!'!ations, various cultural features of them 

were added to the society.

=*#)1' */$'4(:'>-?'(!)'@,,'  !' */$'3,(!A&'2 */' */$'%+00$%*'2+0)&'

selected from  brackets.

(Bengal, Indian, Mannar, Palk, Asian)

1. Sri Lanka belongs to the ………….. continent, the largest   

    continent in the world.

 Activities
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Relative location of Sri Lanka

5)$!* @%(* +!' +.' (' %+#!*01'  !' 0$,(* +!' *+' */$' ,+%(* +!' +.' &#00+#!) !B'

countries, continents, seas and oceans is called the relative location.

6((!.7*+8'59#-.*#/)+0)#*3#'!()$&79

 ² to the South of the Asian continent.

 ² towards  the North of the Indian ocean.

 ² *+'*/$'<$&*'+.'=+#*/6;(&*'C& ('(!)

 ² to the East of the African continent. (refer map 4.2)

2.   Bay of …………… is located between Sri Lanka and India.

3. Sri Lanka is separated from India by …………strait.

4. Sri Lanka is located in the …………….. Ocean.

D-' E/$'&$('(0$(',+%(*$)' !'*/$'F+0*/6;(&*'+.'=0 'G(!A('' '

      is called the bay of ……….

Map 4.2

Relative Location of Sri Lanka  
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Observe the above facts with the help of the globe in your school 

and also with the reference to an Atlas.

Map 4.3

/!()$*!+##!,##-.*#/)+0)##*+#$%&#"!.'7#4):#

Mention the changes that occurred in the society due to the                    

location of Sri Lanka in close proximity to India.

#6($*;*$5

#6($*;*$5

<4:!.$)+$#=')(&3#/!()$&7#*+#-.*#/)+0)

At present, Sri Lanka is a rapidly developing country in South Asia. 

The progress of the social and economic sectors is the reason for this.  

Some outstanding development projects have contributed towards this 

progress.

 ² Building new harbours, new airports and expressways

 ² Urban development

The following map indicates a few economically, socially and culturally 

important places of Sri Lanka.
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Map 4.4 

<4:!.$)+$#:')(&3#*+#-.*#/)+0)
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1. Mark and name the following places on an outline map of Sri 

Lanka.

'''H'E/$' !*$0!(* +!(,'( 0:+0*&'(*''I(*#!(1(A('(!)'J(**(,('-

'''H'E/$'/(03+#0&'(*'K+,+43+L'E0 !%+4(,$$L'M(,,$'(!)'N(43(!*+*(-

' ' H'E/$'% * $&O'M(,,$L'P()#,,(L'Q(*!(:#0(L'C!#0()/(:#0(L'E0 !%+4(,$$L''''''''''

I#0#!$B(,(L'R(..!(L'I(!)1'(!)'K+,+43+-

S-' <0 *$'('&/+0*')$&%0 :* +!'+!'*/$'*+: %'TQ(: ),1'8$9$,+: !B'=0 '

Lanka”.

 Activities

Other Islands in the World

There are many islands located in the world with various extents of 

land. Map 4.6 indicates a few such islands and the land area.

>*82.&#?@A

-!2$%&.+#&B:.&33")5 Map 4.5

C!'!4D!#E#F)$).)9#C!'!4D!#E#G)$2+)5)0&

##&B:.&33")53

-!2.(&#E#H!)7#I&;&'!:4&+$#62$%!.*$5#JKLJMLMJA?
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1. Identify the main islands by observing the map in 4.6 and mark   

and label them on a world map.

2.  Sequence the islands according to the extent of the land area.   

     Mention the area of land in front of each island.

K+4:,$*$'*/$'.+,,+2 !B'*(3,$'2 */'*/$'/$,:'+.'*/$'E$U*3++A'(!)'(!'

Atlas.

Name of the island The ocean in which 

it is located

R(:(!

New Zealand

Maldives 

Iceland

V! *$)'I !B)+4

Seychelles

633*8+4&+$

 Activities

N'!33).5

 ² 5&,(!)' '6'¥m;'' ' ' ' 6'wÄ  

 ² Q$,(* 9$',+%(* +!' 6'idfmalaI msysàu'' 6'\õº£ø©Âh®

 ² =*0( *'' 6'iuQø ikaêh'' ' 6'}›øn

 ² J+!&++!'2 !)&'' 6'fudaiï iq<x'' ' 6'£¸ÁUPõØÖUPÒ

 ² =#3'K+!* !$!*' 6'Wm uydoaùmh'' ' 6'xønU Psh®

 ² J B0(* +!'' 6'ixl%uK' ' ' 6'Ch¨ö£¯ºÄ

 ² M,+3$'' 6'wdo¾Y f.da,h' ' 6'§÷PõÍ®

 ² ;U:0$&&'2(1&'' 6'wêfõ.S ud¾.' ' 6'Av÷ÁP¨£õøuPÒ

 ² K$!*0$'' 6'flakaøia:dkh' ' 6'ø©¯®;

 ² N1)0(#, %'% 9 , W(* +!'6'jdß YsIagdpdrh' ' 6'}›¯À |õP›P®

 ² K+44$0% (,'%$!*0$'' 6'jd‚c uOHia:dkh' 6'ÁºzuP ø©¯®

 ² ;%+!+4 %'%$!*0$' 6'wd¾Ól uOHia:dkh'' 6'ö£õ¸Íõuõµ ø©¯®

 ² 5!*$0!(* +!(,'/(03+#0'6'cd;Hka;r jrdh'' 6' !"#$ %&'()*+

 ² G B/*/+#&$'' 6'm%§md.drh' ' ' 6'öÁÎa\ Ãk


