Part 11

2.0 Information regarding questions and answers
2.1 Question paper I
2.1.1 Structure of the question paper I
* The time allocated for the paper I is one hour.
# It includes eight tests and all tests are compulsory.

* The total marks for the paper I is 40.

Quest;)(l)l (Test) Area of testing Marks Distribution Total

Vocabulary 1x5 05

Reading 1x5 05

Writing 1x5 05

Language Functions

4 & Grammar b3 »

5 Reading 1 x5 05

6 Writing C-2,L-3 05

7 Reading I x5 05

8 Writing C-2,L-3 05

12 -



2.1.2 Tests and expected answers, marking scheme, observations and comments

* (Observations and comments on answering all the questions in Paper I are based on Graphs 1 and 3.

e Testl — Vocabulary

Objective —  Assess the ability to use words appropriately and accurately to convey precise meaning
Technique — Filling in the blanks

O Test 1 with expected answers :
Study the pictures. Fill in the blanks in the following short exchanges using words from the
given box. Write the correct letters in the blanks. One is done for you.

(a) butterflies (b) faveufite  (c) skirts (d) vase (e) photos  (f) biscuits

(1) This is my album. @2 N D
Look at all these (1) ...&. @ @

(2) 1 like this table but I don’t like the (2) d .on it. @

(3) Isn’t this park lovely! 3
Look at those beautiful (3) L4

(4) That dog looks hungry.
Let’s give it some (4) f . '@'I}
&

(5) I like these (5) ..C.. .
Blue is my (6) b colour.ﬁ @ @ ﬁ

Observations and Comments on Test 1 :

OBSERVATIONS :

Test 1 is based on Vocabulary.

Facility of parts in Test 1 . . . . . .
Facility of parts in Test 1 in this question paper is as

follows.
Part (1) - 91%
Part (2) - 89%
Part (3) - 89%
Part (4) - 90%

&

g Part (5) - 85%

3 Facility of each part in Test 1 in this question paper is
above 80%.
COMMENTS :

According to the graph, the vocabulary test has
been easy for the candidates. The words given in the
box are very simple. Picture clues given could have
P:m been helpful for the candidates in selecting the correct

word for the blank.

The test seems to have given a motivational start for the candidates to proceed with the rest of the
question paper.

(3)
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e Test2 - Reading

Objective —  Assess the ability to read and understand a dialogue
Technique — Filling in blanks / Completion

O Test 2 with expected answers :

Complete the dialogue using the given groups of words. Write the correct letter in the blank.
The first one is done for you.

Yaso: Good morning, nice to see you at the competitions this year too.
Amal: Good morning, (1) ....".... .
Yaso: We are a bit early, aren’t we? (a) it’s always good to be early,
Amal: () .9, 9 ismt it

Yaso: Yes, we’ll have to wait till 10 o’ clock.

Amal: Till then Yaso (3) ...C....2 (c) can you please listen to my
poem

(b) here you are

Yaso: Give it to me, let me read it first.
Amal:  (4) b .

Yaso: Ah! It’s a beautiful poem.

Amal:  Yes it is. (5) d .

Yaso: It is neatly typed. Who typed it?
Amal: 1 did it (6) ...%... .

(d) my teacher gave it to me

(e) in our school computer
room

(f) mte—to—see—you too_

Observations and Comments on Test 2 :

OBSERVATIONS :
Test 2 is based on Reading.
Facility of parts in Test 2 Facility of parts in Test 2 in this question paper is as
80 156 follows.
70 -
il Part (2) - 76%
60
= Part (3) - 39%
g, 50
g Part (4) - 38%
8 40 4
8 Part (5) - 55%
] Part (6) - 65%
20
0l The facility of parts (2), (5) and (6) is above 50% while the
facility of parts (3) and (4) is below 40%.
04
2
Part
COMMENTS :

In this reading test part 2 has been the easiest for the candidates because it is possible to guess the
answer 'early' since the word 'early' appears in both exchanges. However, the candidates had not been
able to answer part 3 successfully due to the lack of their ability to understand the interconnected
nature of exchanges in the dialogue.

Students should be properly guided in the classroom to understand relations between parts of a
text. (Examination and Assessment Guidelines, 2008, p.xii)
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e Test3 — Writing

Objective —  Assess the ability to write a few sentences describing the picture given
Technique — Picture based writing
O Test 3

Write five sentences about the picture.

Expected Answer :

There.. are.Two...men. sittia Lwndes. o lree.
They.... .\.cmu‘ef....‘...ggl..\.en......Q.ua.\.ga\t; .............. e
There.. . . 1S .o raankew.. on. the. tree ..
There. . ace. . Two. vads. heside. Yhe wen

If the sentences were grammatically correct and relevant, they were marked correct.
But if there were more than 3 spelling mistakes, one (01) mark was deducted from the overall mark.
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Observations and Comments on Test 3 :

OBSERVATIONS :
Test 3 is based on Writing.
Facility of Test 3
Actity oTTes Facility of Test 3 in this question
30 paper is 27%.
27%
s COMMENTS :
25 \ Test 3 is the first writing task in the question paper.
\ The picture had provided enough stimuli for the candi-
o 20 \ dates to produce language. In assessing candidates' an-
f’gﬂ \ swers one mark had been awarded for each grammati-
% s \ cally correct and relevant sentence. The fact that marks
= \ had been deducted for incorrect spelling would have
\ been one of the reasons for low facility displayed here.
0 \ Another reason for low facility could be due to the
\ fact that candidates have tried to write unnecessarily
5 \ long sentences in this type of activities.
\ Students should be trained in the classroom to write
0 - 3 simple and grammatically correct sentences paying
Test special attention to spelling.
e Test4 — Language Functions & Grammar
Objective —  Assess the ability to use question words appropriately
Technique — Filling in blanks / completion

QO Test 4 with expected answers :
Fill in the blanks with the most suitable question word. Write the letter in the space provided.

The first one is done for you.

(a) what  (b) why (c) where (d)w (e) who (f) when

Saman . (1) ..%.. times have you been to Sinharaja?

Piyal : Well, I've been there many times.

Saman : Is that so? (2) f did you go there last?

Piyal : During the August holidays.

Saman :  (3) ..%.. did you go with?

Piyal : With my aunt and her family.

Saman ) ..C.. does your aunt live?

Piyal : In Deniyaya, very close to Sinharaja. (5) b do you ask all these questions?

Saman :  Well, I’ve never been to Sinharaja. I want to go there. (6) So, 8.
best route to take?

Piyal : I'll tell you. Let’s first drink this cup of tea.
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Observations and Comments on Test 4 :

OBSERVATIONS :
Test 4 is based on Language Functions
Facility of parts in Test 4 & Grammar.
Facility of parts in Test 4 in this question
<0 paper is as follows.
73% Part (2) - 59%
70 Part (3) - 65%
ot 65% Part 4) - 73%
60 Part (5) - 54%
e e Part (6) - 55%
) 50 4 The facility of all parts in this Test is above
g 50%.
S 40 |
& COMMENTS :
30
The test 4 which meant to assess the
20 | candidates' ability to use question words
appropriately appears to be easy since
10 | the facility of all parts is above 50%. Part
4 has been the easiest because the ques-
04 tion "Where ............... live?" is a very
®) ‘ 3) ‘ ) ‘ 5) ‘ (6) familiar one for the candidates. Here, the
. question words had been tested in context.
Part One reason for nearly 50% of candidates
to find this test difficult could have been

their inability to understand the questions and answers given in the test 4 (context).

These findings show that grammar in isolation do not help students. They should be exposed to a
variety of contexts in order to internalize English grammar.

e Test5 — Reading

Objective —  Assess the ability to read and understand simple utterances
Technique — Matching

O Test 5 with expected answers : ‘
Match ‘A’ with ‘B’ to make complete utterances. Write the correct letter in the space provided.
The first one is done for you.

A B

(1) 1 used to write articles to the
newspapers ...... .¢) (9

in order to take part in the
tournament.

(2) We meet in the afternoon to
practise carrom ...... 4a.) (b) (,

so I am studying very
ard to achieve my aim.
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(3) We’ve been friends since we

were small ...... (..d...)
(4) D've been collecting a lot of
stamps over the years ...... (.&.)

(5) Advertisement regarding the
swimming pool said, “It is free ( f )

but ™ ¢’s hardly
any time to do SO

and still remain very
close to one another.

(d)

and exchanging the
extras with friends.

(6) I want to be a doctor one (-'b---) (ﬂ but when we reached there we
day ...... found that we had to pay.
Observations and Comments on Test 5 :
OBSERVATIONS :
Facility of parts in Test 5 Test 5 is based on Reading.
70 Facility of parts in Test 5 in this question paper is as
follows.
61%
60
Part (2) - 48%
50 | 48% 49%
Part (3) - 35%
§° 40 ] Part (4) - 33%
N Part (5) - 49%
Part (6) - 61%
20
ol The facility of part (6) in this Test is above 50%. The
facility of parts (3) and (4) is below 40%.
0
5
Part

COMMENTS :

The test seems to be an average one because the facility of the parts remains at average level except
in parts 3 and 4. The reason for poor performance in these two parts might have been due to the
inability of candidates to understand utterances given in both A and B. Isolated sentences given in
this test could have been another reason for the low facility.

Students' ability to understand sentences linked using conjunctions and connectives should be
improved through extensive practice, exposing students to authentic situations in the classroom.
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e Test6 — Writing

Objective

Technique —

O Test 6
Write a short paragraph of what you did last weekend. The following words and phrases will
help you. Use about 50 words.

— Assess the ability to write a paragraph on a given topic

[Saturday, Sunday,
before lunch,

Expected Answer :

after lunch,

Guided writing

in the morning, in the afternoon, in the evening,
then, after that]

How I spent my last weekend

......................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................

...................................................

..............................................................

.....................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

.................................................

s

................................................................

..................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................

Observations and Comments on Test 6 :

OBSERVATIONS :
Facility of Test 6
30
25%
25
6%
20
% \& ¥ Language
§ s N\ \ N\ Content
o)
o A
§19%§
10 \“§§
5 \§
6
Test

Test 6 is based on Writing.
Facility of Test 6 in this question paper is 25%.

COMMENTS :

Compared to the other tests, writing appears to
be more difficult. Facility of writing tests in the entire
question paper is 24%. In test 6, even though some words
and phrases have been given to guide the candidates, they
have displayed weaknesses in producing grammatically
correct sentences. Most of the candidates have written
about what they did on one day though the test requires
them to cover both days (Saturday and Sunday). Within
the facility of 25% displayed for this test, it is evident that
greater portion (19%) is because of content, and language
accuracy is very low (6%). This disparity between the
facility of content and language in writing clearly dis-
plays that the students' ability to write grammatically
correct sentences should be improved.
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e Test7 — Reading

Objective —  Assess the ability to read and understand directly/indirectly stated information

Technique — Multiple choice

O Test 7 with expected answers :
The following is a part of a letter. Read and answer the questions given below.

......... Raju, you have said that it is very cold in Nuwara Eliya. I wish I
could be there with you because it is too hot here in Serukele. It’s like living in a desert. There
is no rain and the trees, bushes and the vines in our garden and everywhere else are withered.
I’m writing this seated under our mango tree, which doesn’t have many leaves on it.

Of course, the river is there. I will go to the river after writing this letter to
bathe and listen to the music in the flow of water. The bamboo trees on the banks are very
tall now. The rustling bamboo leaves too create music. Because of the bamboo trees it is shady
near the river and they keep the water cool and refreshing.

You must visit us again when the rains come and the trees are green. Come
and listen to the music of the river. ......... ?

o Underline the correct answer.

1. Raju is living in
(a) Serukele. (b) Nuwara Eliya. (c) a desert.
2. Which of the following is correct?

(a) Only the bamboo leaves produce music

(b) Only the flowing of water produces music

(c) Both the bamboo leaves and the flow of water produce music
3. The water in the river is kept cool by

..................

(a) the bamboo trees on the banks. (b) the two banks of the river.
(c) music made by the flow of water.
4. The writer wants Raju to come ............ceenenns

(a) when it is very cold. (b) during the rainy season.
(c) on a coming weekend.

5. The word ‘withered’ in line 3 means
(a) fresh looking (b) in bloom (c) dried up
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Observations and Comments on Test 7 :

OBSERVATIONS :
Facility of parts in Test 7 Test 7 is based on Reading.
Facility of parts in Test 7 in this question
A e paper is as follows.
62%
60 — Part (1) - 64%
Part (2) - 64%
201 Part (3) - 62%
& 40 | 8% Part (4) - 57%
3 Part (5) - 38%
~ 30
The facility of parts (1), (2), (3) and (4)
20 | in this Test is above 50%. The facility of
part (5) is below 40%.
10
0
) ‘ @ ‘ &) ‘ ) ‘ ®)
7
Part
COMMENTS :

The given passage is not difficult for the candidates. The facility of part 1 to 4 is above
50%. This shows that the candidates have performed well for test 7. One of the reasons for the
increase of the facility could have been the type of technique applied in test 7 (multiple choice).
In addition, the candidates had been able to extract the directly stated information given in the
text easily. However, the facility of part 5 in which vocabulary is tested is low. It suggests that
candidates' ability to deduce the meaning from the text is poor.

o Test8 — Writing
Objective —  Assess the ability to write a paragraph using the present tense

Technique — Guided writing

O Test 8
Write a short paragraph using the following points. The first sentence is given to you. Use about
50 words,

Things you |—— reading books — learn many things

can do during [—— playing games —> keep healthy
your free time |

working in the garden — good exercise/earn money/lresh vegetables

There are various things | can do during my free time. One is
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Expected Answer :

There are various things | can do during my free time. One is

\:.‘.E.QLQL 3 hoocke.. T leara.. m .Cl\f\.)/ ’Hmn@ —Qrom
the.  ootks. T ..« .e.mc:& ..... Ew.\o“f.\.c\g.\r ......... oy ‘JYL\Q’CI

Can... dO LS O\. Q... A0S ,Ims ceps..me
\/\E,D\H‘\/\\V) ..czwso\ ........ Sty onmBir. Worka ..... W\‘\_\aﬁ. Qrden
VS A cod.  exercorme. Lo me.. T St
OL.\S.O.....Q.Q&,\T.m....?.".’\..Qh.ﬁ.y ....... =Y oM § ....w.fz.@e,.‘t.%i@.\.e,s.
and . sellina. Haem. Frekla Sveae Thdole! ) Con. ke
Used. . ... Owke.. d.o.q..a.....mf.g\.«l.s.. ..........................................
Observations and Comments on Test 8 :
OBSERVATIONS :
Facility of Test 8 Test 8 is based on Writing.

2 Facility of Test 8 in this question paper is 24%.

COMMENTS :

25

The test is based on guided writing technique and it
has proved to be a difficult item. The graph shows that
% Language |  the candidates have got a higher facility for content over
N Content language. Although more marks (3 out of 5) have been
allocated for language, facility of language is lower.
The reason for this could have been the inability of the
candidates to express clearly in the target language;
writing grammatically correct sentences.

20

Percentage
G

The clear message given here is that some more time
should be dedicated to improve writing skills of the students
in classroom teaching. More emphasis should be given to
the writing activities that are given in the textbook.
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2.2 Question paper II

2.2.1 Structure of the question paper II

* The time allocated for the paper II is two hours.

+ It includes eight tests and all tests are compulsory. Test 14 has two choices whereas
test 16 has four.

* The total marks for the paper II is 60.

QueSt;):: (Test) Area of testing Marks Distribution Total
9 Vocabulary 1x5 05
10 Grammar ¥ x 10 05
11 Reading ¥ x 14 07
12 Reading I1x5 05
13 Grammar Ix5 05
14 Writing C-3,L-3,0-2, M-2 10

1 -%x4 02

2 -1x1 01

3-1x1 01

. 4 - 1x1 01

15 Reading 5 - 1x1 01
6 - %x2 01

7 - Y%x2 01

08

16 Writing C-5,L-5 0-2, M-3 15
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2.2.2 Tests and expected answers, marking scheme, observations and comments

* (Observations and comments on answering all the questions in Paper II are based on Graphs 2(a), 2(b) and 3.

e Test9 — Vocabulary
Objective — Assess the ability to use the correct form of the word to complete a text

Technique — Multiple choice

O Test 9 with expected answers :

Underline the most suitable word within the brackets. The first one is done for you.

It is a well known fact that an advertisement must be (1) ..........cvvvens (attractive/attract/
attraction). It must get the (2) .................. (attend/attention/attendant) of the reader or
viewer.

The language of an advertisement must be clear and (3) .................. (easily/easiness/easy)
understood.

The reader or the viewer must be able to (4) .................. (response/respondent/respond)

to the advertisement.

SO0 (5) vevviiiiininnnnnn. (beauty/beautiful/beautify) words are a must in an advertisement.

An advertisement which doesn’t persuade people to buy a product is a (6) ..................

(fail/failing/failure).

Observations and Comments on Test 9 :

OBSERVATIONS :

Facility of parts in Test 9 Test 9 is based on Vocabulary.

Facility of parts in Test 9 in this question paper is as
follows.

90

79%

Part (2) - 61%
Part (3) - 48%
Part (4) - 32%
Part (5) - 79%
Part (6) - 50%

Percentage

The facility of parts (2) and (5) is above 60%. The
facility of part (4) is below 40%.
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COMMENTS :

This test seems to be an average level item where the candidates have to identify the correct
answer from the answers given. Part 5 of the question shows a higher facility. The reason might be
that the word, 'beautiful' is a very familiar term in English. The reason for part 4 to show the lowest
facility might be the less familiarity with the word 'respond'.

It is evident that most of the students had no clear understanding about 'word classes' of
English, although many lessons on vocabulary are available in the textbooks. It can be suggested
that teachers should pay more attention to vocabulary development activities.

e Test 10 — Grammar
Objective —  Assess the ability to edit a text
Technique — Error correction

QO Test 10 with expected answers :

Read the following passage. In each line one word is incorrect and it is underlined. Write
the correct word in the space provided. The first one is done for you.

I must tell you about the drama that I go ... went ...
to see last Monday. I hadn’t intend to go ..., mtended
but my neighbour offer me a ticket. ! 0 f.f.e.r.‘ﬁ‘.j. .....
I agreed to going with him as I had U AR
nothing plan for the evening. The ... planned
whole evening was amused. ....amusing
I real enjoyed it very much. It was ..really .
my first yisiting to a theatre after LLMisir
my long illness. The story were a transla- LWWas
tion but look very relevant to our society. ....looked. . .
After the drama we have dinner at a ohad

restaurant. Luckily we were able to catch

the last bus home.
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Observations and Comments on Test 10 :

OBSERVATIONS :
Facility of parts in Test 10 Test 10 is based on Grammar.
Facility of parts in Test 10 in this
60 question paper is as follows.

57%

Part (2) - 40%
Part (3) - 36%
Part (4) - 57%
Part (5) - 15%
Part (6) - 19%
Part (7) - 23%
Part (8) - 54%
Part (9) - 52%
Part (10) 53%
Part (11) 45%

Percentage

The facility of parts (4), (8), (9) and
(10) 1is above 50%. The facility of part
(5), (6) and (7) is below 30%.

COMMENTS :

This test assesses the candidates' ability to correct language errors in a text. What is noticeable
in this test is that the facility is above 50% only in four parts out of ten, indicating the candidates
low performance in grammar. The lowest facility is reported in part 5. This could be due to the
spelling of the expected correct answer 'planned'. Similarly, in part 7, the facility is low (23%),
since the required correct answer for the underlined word 'real' was 'really'. In both instances the
candidates' inability to spell words correctly might have resulted in the low facility.

The candidates' failure in using the '-ing' form of the verb has resulted in decreasing the
facility in part 6 to below 20%. The low performance in test 10 indicates that the grammar should
be taught not in isolation but in context.

In addition, the given example that is in the past tense might have misguided the candidates
who could not read the instructions properly.
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e Test1l — Reading

Objective —  Assess the overall proficiency of the language
Technique — Modified cloze

O Test 11 with expected answers :

Fill in the blanks using the words given.

to, and, for, on, seated, thanked, looked,
in, asked, me, off, see, stop, possibly

One morning while I was travelling to office by train something interesting happened. 1 was

reading the newspaper and would have missed my stop but for a stranger — a young man who

tapped me (1) .......... on ... the shoulder and told (2) ........ me e, I had better get
3) el off ... before the train started (4) ......... To ... move.

The following morning I (5) ........ looked. . ...... around for the man, (6) ........and
there he was right (7) .......... in..... front of me. I (8) ....... thanked him for his
thoughtfulness and (9) ........ asked .. him how he could (10) .........] possibly .
know which was my (11) LSToP .

“As a daily traveller (12) ......... for ... two years”, he said seriously “I (13) ......! See ...
you on this train (14) ....... seated .. at the same place everyday. I catch the train

at 7.44. You get off at 8.00 and I sit down. Sir, you are my reserved seat on the train.”

Observations and Comments on Test 11 :

OBSERVATIONS :

. . Test 11 is based on Reading.
Facility of parts in Test 11

Facility of parts in Test 11 in this question
paper is as follows.

Part (1) - 29%
Part (2) - 40%
Part (3) - 24%
Part (4) - 27%
Part (5) - 35%
Part (6) - 29%
Part (7) - 39%
Part (8) - 31%
Part (9) - 26%
Part (10) - 21%
Part (11) - 23%
Part (12) - 30%
Part (13) - 31%
Part (14) - 19%

11 The facility of part (2) is 40%. The facility
of all the other parts is below 40%.

45

Percentage
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COMMENTS :

The test seems to be a difficult test for the candidates because only two parts (2 and 7) remain
above 35% with regard to facility. The word 'me' in part 2 shows the highest facility as it is a
familiar word and at the same time there are other clues like 'me' and 'T' also in the same sentence.
This could have made it easy for the candidates to guess the word accurately. The objective of
the test is to assess the overall language proficiency of the learner. There, the candidates had to
identify the sentence patterns and relationships within sentences such as word order, use of word
classes, subject-verb agreement, etc.

Although the passage is not very difficult, the candidates have not been able to find the correct
answers. The reason might be lack of practice. The teachers need to pay more attention on teaching
'reading' in the classroom. The reading passages are not meant only for comprehension. They must
be dealt with in different ways so that the students get more insight into the language.

Teachers can encourage students to prepare general proficiency tests and practise them with
peers in the classroom.

e Test12 — Reading

Objective —  Assess the ability to read and find specific information
Technique — Question & answer

O Test 12 with expected answers :

Mohamed and Kumar who are living in Colombo are reading a section of a ‘Teen Entertainment’
page of a newspaper. It shows the events for the next three months. They want to attend some
events.

Given below is the section of the page. Read and answer the questions.

TEEN ENTERTAINMENT

National Theatre - Wellawatte Regal - Colombo
Musical show - “Chinna Chinna Asai” “No wings to fly” (Award winning movie)
530 - 7.30 Monday 2™ Jan. Directed by Robert Alan
Tamil songs By Rani Chelvam & others 6.30 Jan. 10" — Feb 7".

Tickets: at the gate, Cargills Super Market

Moratuwa MMV - Auditorium Gamini Hall - Dehiwala
Thavath Udesanak (Another morning) “Ryan’s Daughter”

2.30 & 6.30 - Saturday 7" Jan. The award winning film - Jan. 10" - 15"
Tickets: at the entrance Reduced rates for children. Mon-Friday

Popular Drama

Wembley Hall - Nugegoda Youth Centre - Maharagama
Little Me (Children’s film) Drama Festival -
Reserve seats now. Special rates for children. Sudu Saha Kalu (Black and White)
Only at 2.30 on weekends Winner of the state award
from Jan. 14" to Jan. 29 Feb. 10th — March 10"

Mon - Friday - 2.30, 6.30
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(1) How many films are available for them to watch? ............. 0 WES ...

(2) Where can they go if they want to listen to songs?
National Theatre - Wellawatte / National Theatre

(3) Their friend Lal is coming to Sri Lanka on the 3rd of February.

What can he watch on the 4th of February?

(4) Mohamed wants to take his younger brother to see a film for children. Where can he
take him?

Wembley Hall - Nugegoda / Wembley Hall

...............................................................................................................

(5) Kumar wants to watch an award winning drama. Which drama can he watch?
Sudu Saha Kalu / Black and White

...............................................................................................................

Observations and Comments on Test 12 :

OBSERVATIONS :
Test 12 is based on Reading.
Facility of parts in Test 12 Facility of parts in Test 12 in this question
paper is as follows.
70
Part (1) - 32%
59%
60 Part (2) - 52%
52% . Part (3) - 59%
50 Part (4) - 50%
43%
:%3 40 Part (5) - 43%
g 32% The facility of parts (2) and (3) is above
&30 50%. The facility of part (1) is below 40%.
20 | COMMENTS :
Test 12 assesses the ability of the candi-
10 | dates to read for specific information. Even
though the given text appears to be easy, the
0 facility of test 12 is not satisfactory. This
M ‘ @ ‘ 3) ‘ @) ‘ ) indicates the inability of the' candldgtes to
read and extract necessary information to
12 answer the question.
Part
The lowest facility recorded in part 1 shows

the need for vocabulary practice in language classrooms. The less familiarity with the word 'movie'
might have been the reason for the lowest facility of part 1 in test 12. More activities should be
carried out in the classroom to teach the students to read for specific information avoiding irrelevant
information. The students should be exposed to a variety of text types in the classroom.
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o Test13 -

Objective —
Technique -

Grammar

Assess the ability to complete a dialogue using passive verb forms
Completion

O Test 13 with expected answers :

Given below is an interview between a journalist and a student - Rasika regarding the school
magazine. Complete it using the correct tense of the passive verb form. The first one is done

Jor you.

Journalist :

Rasika -

Journalist :

Rasika :

Journalist :

Rasika .

Journalist :

Rasika :

Journalist :

Rasika

Journalist :

Rasika :

Journalist :

So you are going to publish a school magazine! Who gave you the funds for the
magazine?

The funds (1) ........ were given . by the past pupils of our school.

Oh I see. What is it called?

It (2) eeeennennn, is called ... ‘The Young Inventor’.

Who wrote the articles for ‘The Young Inventor’?

The articles (3) ............were written by Grade 11 students.

Great! I am sure you have used illustrations - pictures and photographs. Who
provided the illustrations?

The illustrations (4) ... Were provided / were given by the writers themselves.

Now tell me about the editing of the magazine. Who will do the editing?

Editing (5) ...............l) will be done ... by our class teacher.

You said the Grade 11 students wrote the articles. Will the organizers give a prize
for the best article?

Yes, the best article (6) ... Will be given / will be awarded 5 cash prize by

the organizers.

Thank you, I'm sure it is going to be a very useful magazine.
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Observations and Comments on Test 13 :

OBSERVATIONS :
Test 13 is based on Grammar.
Facility of ts in Test 13
ATy O parts I Ie Facility of parts in Test 13 in this question
30 paper is as follows.
9 Part (2) - 15%
26% 25

Part (3) - 26%

25
Part (4) - 25%
20 Part (5) - 15%
Part (6) - 14%
15% 15%
15 - 14% . . . .
The facility of all the parts in this test is
below 30%.
10
COMMENTS :
54 The test based on passive voice had been
difficult for the candidates revealing a major
0. problem of the second language learners of
@ ‘ (©) ‘ Q) ‘ ©)

‘ ©) English; grammatical competency. Though

the facility of parts 3 and 4 is higher than
3 the other parts, the facility level of the en-
Part tire test seems to be very low (below 30%).

Percentage

Even though an example had been provided to guide the candidates, the facility remains low,
indicating the difficulty of passive verb forms to the candidates. Teaching passive voice in isolation,
might have created difficulties in understanding passive verb forms in contexts as given in test 13.
Furthermore, to perform well in this test, candidates needs to have a sound knowledge on subject verb
agreement, singular and plural forms, tense, etc. Therefore, the lack of knowledge in relation to the
above might have resulted in the low facility of this test.
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e Test 14 — Writing

Objectives — (a) Assess the ability to write a formal letter
(b) Assess the ability to write a description interpreting a pie chart
Technique — Guided writing

O Test 14

You are the secretary of the Social Services Club of Sumana Maha Vidyalaya. The club has
organized a fund raising programme to help the differently abled persons in the area. You want
to invite the Social Services Club of Indrajothi Maha Vidyalaya to participate. Write a letter
to the president of the club.

Include the following:

- the purpose of the programme

- how you hope to raise funds (mention two ways)

- request participation and support

- express need to attend the next meeting (give time, date, venue of the meeting)
Use about 100 words.

Or

The following chart shows the percentages of students using different modes of transport to
and from school. Study the chart and write a description of it. Use about 100 words.

The following words will help you.

bus
most popular, mostly used, majority,
minority, lowest percentage,

highest percentage.

school van
train
motor bike
car

on foot

cycle
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Expected Answers :
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Observations and Comments on Test 14 :

OBSERVATIONS :
Facility of Test 14
30
25
%4 Language
%2 Mechanics
20 of writing
% i Format and
= Organization
g 15 N\ Content
a
10
5
0
14
Test
COMMENTS :

Test 14 is based on Writing.

Facility of Test 14 in this question
paper is 25%.

Low facility indicated here shows that this test has been difficult for the candidates. This is
another instance to show how writing skill has become a barrier for the candidates to perform well
in the examination. Their inability to write in a variety of contexts is clearly evident here.

According to the criteria for assessment in this task, equal marks has been allocated for both
content and language. However, the analysis of marks obtained by the candidates shows that
candidates have earned more marks for content while marks earned for language remained low.
This imbalance indicates that, though most of the candidates have produced content relevant to the
topic, they have not been able to write grammatically correct sentences.

Therefore, the students should be trained to follow guidelines and use correct format in writing.
The knowledge about mechanics of writing would help them to produce a good piece of writing.
The teacher has to play a major role in developing the writing skills of the students. Sometimes
special individual attention should be paid, as writing is a unique skill.
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e Test15 - Reading

Objective —  Assess the ability to read, understand and interpret directly / indirectly stated information
in a long descriptive text
Technique — Answering questions and finding references

O Test 15 with expected answers :

Read the following text and answer the questions given below it.

1 A successful businessman was growing old and knew it was time to choose a suitable person
to take over the business. He called all the young officers in his company together and said,
“It’s time for me to step down and choose the next chief. I've decided to choose one of you.
I'm going to give each one of you a seed today-——a very special seed. I want you to plant the

5 seed, water it, and come back here one year from today with what you have grown from the
seed I have given you. Then I will choose the next chief.”

One man named Rahul was there that day and he, like the others received a seed. He went
home and told his wife the story. She helped him get a pot, soil and compost and he planted
the seed. Everyday he watered it and cared for it well but the seed did not grow. The other

10 officers began to talk about their plants but Rahul did not have anything to talk about.

A year finally went by and all the officers of the company brought their plants to the old chief. Rahul

did not want to take his empty pot but his wife made him go. Rahul was amazed to see the variety

of plants grown by the others. It was the most embarrassing moment of his life. Rahul put his empty

pot on the floor and sat at the back. Then the old chief arrived. He said, “What great plants, trees and
15 flowers you have grown. Today one of you will be appointed as the new chief.”

All of a sudden the old chief saw Rahul with his empty pot. He called him to the front. Rahul
was horrified. He thought the chief was going to fire him. But to his surprise the old chief
smiled and asked what happened to his seed and Rahul told him everything.

“Rahul is the best person to take my place. I appoint Rahul as the next chief. One year ago
20 I gave every one of you a seed and 1 told you to plant it, water it and bring it back to me.
The seeds I gave you were all boiled seeds, they were dead. It was not possible for them to
grow. All of you except Rahul have brought me plants, trees and flowers. I know what you
did. When the seed I gave you did not grow you substituted it with another better seed. Rahul
is the only one with the courage and honesty to bring me a pot with the seed that did not grow.
25 Therefore he will be the next chief. If you plant honesty you will reap trust. If you plant hard
work you will reap success. So learn to be honest and hard working,” the old chief said.

(1) Say whether the following statements are true or false by writing T or F against them.
(02 marks)
(i) The businessman wanted to select a new chief from his directors. (F)

(i1) All the officers did not know the seeds given to them were dead.(....T....)

(iii) Rahul was ashamed of his empty pot. LI
(iv) The businessman wanted to fire Rahul. (..F.»
(2) Why did the businessman decide to select a new chief? (01 mark)

............................................................................................................

(3) What was the time duration given to grow the seed? ......... One year / A .Y.e.qg(.).l ...... 5
mark

(4) What happened to the seed that Rahul planted? ............... It did not grow
01 mark)

(5) Write the sentence which says Rahul was in a situation he had never faced before.

...............................................................................................................

(Ol mark)
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(6) Find words which have the same meaning as the following from lines 20 - 26.

replaced .Substituted

gather as harvest AP ©1 mark)
(7) What do the following refer to:

he (in linc 8) Rahul

them (in line 21) (The) Seeds i (01 marky

Observations and Comments on Test 15 :

OBSERVATIONS :

Test 15 is based on Reading.

Facility of parts and sub parts in Test 15 Facility of parts and sub parts in Test 15 in this

70 question paper is as follows.
1% Part (1) -
Subpart (i) - 40%
Subpart (i) - 50%
Sub part (iii) - 61%
Sub part (iv) - 54%
o Part 2) - 25%
en
E Part (3) - 28%
2 Part (4) - 22%
Part (5) - 13%
Part (6) -
Subpart (a) - 23%
Subpart (b) - 11%
Part (7) -
Subpart (a) - 39%
Subpart (b) - 17%
The facility of sub parts (iii) and (iv) in part (1) is above
15 50%. Facility of part (5) and sub parts (6) (b) and (7) (b)
Part and Sub parts is below 20%.
COMMENTS :

According to the graph, the test has been difficult for the candidates. The binary choice item;
part (1), has been easier than the rest. The candidates have displayed a remarkable weakness in the
other parts where they had to produce answers. Even though the candidates had been expected to
write only short answers for the 'Wh' questions, performance is very poor.

The test contains a variety of questions to check comprehension, reference skills and
vocabulary. The sub part (6) (b) shows the least facility. In this sub part the candidates couldn't
guess the answer. The reason for the least facility of this sub part might be due to the fact that in
the sub part (6) (a) one word has been given to find one similar word and in the sub part (6) (b)
a phrase has been provided to find one similar word. The second least performed part is part (5)
where candidates had to identify a particular sentence and copy it fully in the blank. The lower
facility might have been due to their inability to identify the full sentence as the answer. Writing
an incomplete sentence would have resulted in losing full marks for the answer.
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The candidates have displayed weakness in understanding longer passages. The length of the
passage too has seemingly caused them problems. Therefore, the teachers should try to prepare

new activities from the reading passages available in the pupils' text and allow students to practise
them in the classroom.

e Test16 — Writing

Objective — Assess the ability to write an article/ a description / an essay / a dialogue on a given topic
Technique — Guided / Free writing

O Test 16
Write on one of the following. Use about 200 words.

1. An article for a children’s newspaper on “Mobile Phones”. Explain its functions,
advantages and disadvantages.

2. The Welfare Association of your village/town wants to present one of the following to
an elders’ home.

- a computer, a television, books on religion
What do you think is the most suitable present to be given?

Write a description including the following:
- the item you suggest, why you suggest it and not the others, how the elders can benefit

3. You listened to a speech made by an environmentalist and now you want to do everything
possible to protect our environment. Write an essay on the following topic.

- What we can do to protect our environment
4. Complete the following dialogue.

Hasini :  What are you going to do once the exam is over?
Sumudu : Well it’s a difficult question to answer but | will

Expected Answer :
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Observations and Comments on Test 16 :

OBSERVATIONS :

Facility of Test 16 Test 16 is based on Writing.

25 Facility of Test 16 in this question paper
is 19%.

20 COMMENTS :

% Language
Test 16, with its facility 19%, proves that
Mechanics

of writing it has been a difficult test for the candidates.
g Format and Further, compared to the other writing tests in

Organization the question paper, test 16 records the lowest
N\ Content facility though it is the test with the highest
marks allocated in the question paper. The
facility of content and format is 12% while the
5 \\ facility of language and mechanics of writing
§\6%\ is 7%, suggesting that candidates have been

\§ awarded more marks for content and format
0 A rather than language and mechanics of writing

Tle6st in assessing this writing task.

8559
fccd

15

Percentage

10

In developing the writing skills of students different methodologies should be applied suitably and
continuous encouragement and guidance should be provided.

Teachers should follow suitable techniques and activities prescribed in the syllabus and the text
books to develop writing skills of the students. Furthermore, it is advisable to make the students
aware of the marking criteria of writing tasks in order to give them a proper understanding of the
distribution of marks.
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3.0

3.1

Part II1

Factors to be considered when answering questions and suggestions for improvement

Factors to be considered by the candidates when answering questions

General Instructions for the candidates :

The index number of the candidate should be written clearly and accurately in the spaces
provided for it.

Candidates should always use a blue or black pen to answer questions. They should never
answer using a pencil.

Handwriting should be legible and clear.

Each question should be read carefully and the candidates should adhere to the instructions
given in the question paper.

The candidates have to answer all the tests in the question paper itself.
The candidates are expected to utilize the full time allocated for the paper at the examination.

The space allocated for the answers provide guidance to the candidates about the required
length of the answer.

Specific Instructions :
The candidates must pay their attention to the examples given when answering questions.

Attention should be paid to spelling when extracting information from a text and copying as
the answer. Candidates will lose marks for spelling errors.

In reading tasks, the candidates must understand the main idea of the text before
answering questions.

The candidates must apply the reading techniques like scanning, skimming and inferring when
attempting to answer questions related to reading.

The candidates must not copy chunks from the passages as answers when one specific answer
(a sentence, a phrase or a word) is expected.

The candidates should be able to guess the meaning of a new word according to the context.

In writing tasks the candidates must pay their attention to the grammatical accuracy,
appropriateness (relevance), mechanics of writing and organization.

When the options are available for the writing tests, the candidates are advised to follow the
instructions thoroughly.
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3.2

Comments and suggestions regarding the teaching - learning process

The teachers should be familiar with the syllabus, the textbooks and the Teachers' Instructional
Manual (TIM).

The teachers should plan their lessons well to make teaching more interesting
and productive.

The teachers should use resources available to them to facilitate the teaching
learning process.

The candidates should be given more opportunities to gain new experience in the classroom.

The teachers should encourage maximum pupil interaction in English in the classroom through
group work and pair work.

The teacher's questioning techniques in classroom teaching help the candidate's performance
in the examination.

The teachers who prepare students for the G.C.E.(O/L) examination should read the
'Examination and Assessment Guidelines' issued by the Department of Examinations and
follow the instructions.

If there are candidates with weaker performance, the teachers should help them to reach at
least the basic level performance standard mentioned in the 'Examination and Assessment

Guidelines'.

In teaching vocabulary, the teachers should go beyond the level of memorizing the spelling
and pronunciation making students aware of word classes and their use.

The teachers should adopt new strategies to make learning more interesting.

In teaching reading, the teachers should expose pupils to a variety of text types and to new
techniques of reading.

In answering reading tests, pupils should be informed that short and grammatically correct
answers can earn full marks.

In answering 'Wh' questions (especially in test 15), the students should be advised not to copy
the full sentences unnecessarily from the reading passage.

Teachers should encourage students to attempt all the writing activities of the question paper.
Most of the students do not even attempt the basic writing tests in paper 1.

The teachers should adopt the same criteria used in the marking scheme, in their classroom
tests and term tests too.

The teachers should pay individual attention to the students, especially in teaching
writing and they should make sure that all writing activities of every child are marked and

comments given.

Grammar should be taught and tested not in isolation but in context.

_ 42 -




The candidates should be made aware that marks are awarded for spelling, grammatical
accuracy, mechanics of writing, format and organization, and that a simple mistake would
result in losing marks.

Every teacher who prepares the students for G.C.E.(O/L) examination should be thorough
with the question paper and the marking criteria every year so that he/she would be able to
improve the performance level of the students.

The teachers must get their knowledge updated to be competent in teaching the subject using
correct methodology to facilitate and motivate the learners.
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