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  Competency              6.0   - Ability to apply theoretical and practical knowledge of 

the 
       Rudiments of Music 
  Competency Level   6.9   - Analyze the structure of music. 
 
  Lesson    6.9.1     - Let’s learn Tonic Triads in C, G and F major. 
 
 

Dear Students….. 
Look at the given musical extract below. 

 
 

 
 
 You can see some notes are written melodically which is played or written one 

after the other. 
 But some notes are written harmonically which is played or written one 

above the other. 
 When three notes are played or written harmonically it is called a “TRIAD”. 
 Triad is the basis for chords. 
 Three or more notes sounded together make a chord. 
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TRIADS 
 
 A triad has three different notes. 
 The “ROOT” is which the triad is built. 
 A triad is built on the root, the 3rd noteabove root and the 5th note aboveroot. 
 When a triad is built on the first note of a scale, it is called a TONIC TRIAD.. 
 Dear students, let’s learn the tonic triad of C major. 

 

 

            1                3                  5 
 
 

• The notes of the tonic triad of C major are C, E and G. 
 

 

 
• The notes of the tonic triad of G major are G, B and D 

 
 
 
 
 

5th - G 

3rd -E 

Root - C 
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• The notes of the tonic triad of F major are F, A and C 
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Evaluation - 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(1) Write the following tonic triads above the given root with key signature. 

 
 
     C major   G major  F major 
 

 
 
 
(2)  

• Circle the tonic triads of C major in the given score. 
• How many times does it appear in the given piece? ...................... 

 

 


